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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the Invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 3-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Amo et 
al. (US Patent No. 5,980,677) in view of Buck (US Patent No. 4,599,125). 

Regarding claim 3 ^ Amo discloses a laminating apparatus for laminating a label on a 
disk-like information recording substrate comprising: a feeding means (10) for feeding a 
strip material including a film for forming a label on a base sheet, a peeling means (201) for 
peeling label from the base sheet, and a label laminating means (1) for laminating the 
peeled label to the substrate. (See Figures 1 and 7.) Amo includes a collecting means (12) 
for the remaining label sheeting. 

Amo does not disclose a pre-cutting means for forming a label by making cuts on the 
film in accordance with the plane shape of the substrate. Amo discloses feeding the labels 
from a roll where they are pre-cut. Additionally, Amo does not disclose a collection unit for 
collecting the inner film area. Figures 14(A), 14(B), 14(C), 15(A), and 15(B) show the label 
sheets used in Amos, including the central hole portion P being missing from those sheets. 
The formation of the sheet is discussed in Amos, but few details are given of the apparatus 
used to make the sheeting. (See Col. 4, lines 58-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-25.) 
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Buck discloses an apparatus for forming slieet material into apertured shapes, 
including a collection unit for removing the center cut disk (56). Figure 1 shows a roller 
(63) with picker shafts (66) which remove the centerpieces and move them to a suction 
tube (75). Alternatively, the centerpieces are punched out by blower tube (84) to a suction 
tube (86). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the holes removed from the center of the adhesive sheet in Amos 
would have been done so by means shown in Buck, because an artisan would appreciate 
that one way to create a sheet with a center hole would be to cut out the hole and remove it 
as is done in Buck. 

Regarding claim 4 ^ Buck includes blowing and suction means for removing the inner 
film area. 

Regarding claim 5 , the laminating means (40) includes a stage (42) that supplies the 
substrate to a laminating position, a sheet holding member (44, 48, 108, 110) that is 
provided movably and holds the sheet, and a pressing member (48) that gives a pressing 
force to the sheet overlapped over the substrate by relative movement between the 
substrate and the label holding member. 

Regarding claim 6 , wherein the holding member (44, 48, 108, 110) performs a 
relative movement with respect to the surface of the substrate while holding the sheet In an 
inclined posture with respect to the surface of the recording substrate. (Figure 10.) 

Regarding claim 7 ^ the pressing member (48) comprises a press roller capable of 
rotating. 
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Regarding claim 8 . the detail of claim 8 is substantially set forth above except 
discussion of a. motor. Amo discloses a use of a drive at feed rollers (10). The drive 
operates in cooperation with stop (5) to feed sheet material as needed.^ 

Regarding claims 9 and 10 . Amo discloses removing the film excluding the label and 
Buck discloses collecting the inner cut portion separately. This is detailed above. 

Regarding claim 11. Buck includes blowing and suction means for removing the inner 
film area. 

Regarding claim 12 . the laminating means (40) includes a stage (42) that supplies 
the substrate to a laminating position, a sheet holding member (44, 48, 108, 110) that is 
provided movably and holds the sheet, and a pressing member (48) that gives a pressing 
force to the sheet overlapped over the substrate by relative movement between the 
substrate and the label holding member. 

Regarding claim 13 . wherein the holding member (44, 48, 108, 110) performs a 
relative movement with respect to the surface of the substrate while holding the sheet in an 
inclined posture with respect to the surface of the recording substrate. (Figure 10.) 

Regarding claim 14 ^ the pressing member (48) comprises a press roller capable of 
rotating. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sue A. Purvis whose telephone number is (571) 272-1236. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9am to 6pm. 



* Applicant's inclusion of means "adapted to provide a predetermined feeding resistance..." amounts to functional 
language and adds no structural features to the apparatus. (See MPEP §2114.) It is appreciated that the roller 10 
in cooperation with the stop 5 will result the sheeting material being tensioned to achieve desired transfer of the 
material. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher A. Fiorilla can be reached on (571) 272-1187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Inf ormation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). // 
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